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High School Ready Students
Parents/guardians and students are to become partners with school
personnel in career exploration and educational decision-making. Clear
academic course expectations that emphasize rigorous and relevant
coursework shall be made available to all students by allowing both
student and parent/guardian choice.

Required Curriculum
Students must be enrolled in a minimum of 4 classes to be considered a full
time Water Spring Middle School student. The successful completion of four
core classes (math, science, social studies, and language arts) are required to
promote to the next grade level. There is a contract which must be completed
with a counselor to enroll the student in an alternative schedule, less than 7
periods a day. A student must meet the minimum requirements to be
promoted to next grade level, and if the minimum passing score is not met,
the student will need to complete summer school, or credit recovery to
promote to the next level.

The student must successfully complete academic courses as follows:
(a) English Language Arts. Three middle grades or higher courses in English
Language Arts, which shall
emphasize literature, composition and technical text. An intensive reading course
shall be provided at each
grade level for those students for whom the district deems such reading
instruction appropriate.
(b) Mathematics. Three middle grades or higher courses in mathematics. To earn
high school credit for an
Algebra I or Geometry course, a student must take the associated statewide EOC
for 30% of the course grade.
(c) Social Studies. Three middle grades or higher courses in social studies, one of
which must include the study
of state and federal government and civics education.
(i) Each student's performance on the statewide, standardized Civics EOC
Assessment shall constitute
30% of the student's final grade.
(d) Science. Three middle grades or higher courses in science, to include life
science, earth space science, and
physical science strands.

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/graduation-requirements/


(e) Physical Education. The equivalent of one class period per day of physical
education for one semester of
each year is required for students enrolled in grades 6 through 8. A student may
waive out of this physical
education requirement if he/she meets one of the following criteria:
(i) The student is enrolled or required to enroll in a remedial course.
(ii) The student’s parent/guardian or legal guardian indicates in writing to the
school that: a. The
parent/guardian or legal guardian requests that the student enroll in another
course from among those courses
offered as options by the district; or b. The student is participating in physical
activities outside the school, which
are equal to or in excess of the mandated requirement.
Proper documentation must be provided each year that the student’s
parent/guardian is requesting to waive
physical education. A new signed request form from the student’s
parent/guardian is required for each
additional year that a student is eligible and requests to waive physical education.
(f) Electives. Students are provided opportunities in performing/fine arts,
academic electives, and specialized
programs. The students will chose from these offerings to complete a 7 course
full schedule.
(g) Intensive Reading and Math Remediation Requirements
(i) For each year in which a student scores at Level l or Level 2 on FSA ELA, the
student may be enrolled
in and complete an intensive reading course the following year. Reading courses
shall be designed and
offered pursuant to the district comprehensive reading plan.
(ii) For each year in which a student scores at Level 1 or Level 2 on FSA
Mathematics, the student must
receive remediation the following year, which may be integrated into the student’s
required mathematics
course.

Accelerated education experiences may be provided to students within their
assigned grade levels and
acceleration options will be provided as advanced, high school level, or career
technical certification courses.

Accelerated Placement

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/graduation-requirements/


A 90-100 Outstanding Progress
B 80-89 Above Average Progress
C 70-79 Average Progress
D 60-69 Lowest Acceptable Progress
F 0-59 Failure
For secondary courses, students cannot receive less than 50% for
each quarter grade, semester grade, or final
grade.

Statewide EOC Assessments and Final Examination Grades
(i) All students who take statewide EOC dependent courses,
the final examination will count for 30% of the overall course
grade. The Semester 1 and Semester 2 grades will each be
35% of the overall course grade. The semester and exam
grade will be averaged.

(ii) Courses which include a statewide EOC at the middle
school level: Algebra I, Geometry, and Civics.

Common Final Exams and Final Examination Grades
(i) All Common Final Exams must count for 20% of the overall
course grade for secondary courses. The Semester 1 and
Semester 2 grades will each be 40% of the overall course
grade for full year courses. For semester courses, the
calculation will be conducted as 80% semester grade and 20%
CFE grade. The semester and exam grade will be averaged.

Grading Scale

Final Examination

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/graduation-requirements/


As you select courses for next year, you will need to consider state
graduation requirements, future goals, grade level, and your academic
performance. It is essential that you are aware of your progress and
academic goals. Use this curriculum guide as a resource to help inform
your decision-making with regard to course selection for the following
school year. 
COURSE REGISTRATION PRESENTATIONS and SELECTION FORM

HELPFUL RESOURCES
CPALMS Course Description and Directory **The CPALMS website is a
wonderful resource that provides detailed course descriptions and
information about each class offered at Horizon High School

Course Selection

Students will be able to choose from a wide range 
of electives.  Determination of core classes will be 
made by the Guidance Counselors, based on a 
review of previous classes and grades, to determine 
the best progression for each student.  
Please feel free to contact your student's Guidance 
Counselor to discuss placement.

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/graduation-requirements/
https://www.cpalms.org/Public/search/Course


Core Content Course Progressions

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/graduation-requirements/


Core Content Course Progressions

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/graduation-requirements/


Course Descriptions

M/J Language Arts 1
ENGLISH

M/J Language Arts 2
M/J Language Arts 3

SOCIAL STUDIES
M/J World History
M/J World History Advanced
M/J Civics
M/J Civics Advanced
M/J US History & Career Pl anning
M/J US History and Career Planning Advanced

SCIENCE
M/J Comprehensive Science 1
M/J Life Science Advanced
M/J Comprehensive Science 2
Earth/Space Science Honors
M/J Comprehensive Science 3 
 Physical Science Honors

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/graduation-requirements/
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/4957
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/4953
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/4951
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/4463
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/4467
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/4504
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/4548
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/4231
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/4437
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/7413
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/4378
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/4241
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/4320
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/4393
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/4340
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/4322
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/4322
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/4344


Course Descriptions
MATH
M/J Grade 6 Mathematics
M/J Accelerated Mathematics Grade 6
M/J Accelerated Mathematics Grade 7
M/J Grade 7 Mathematics
M/J Grade 8 Mathematics
Algebra 
Algebra 1 Honors
Geometry
Geometry Honors
 

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/graduation-requirements/
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/10283
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/17292
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/17293
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/10285
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/2895
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewCourse/Preview/2896


World Languages
Spanish 1- 0708340
Spanish 2- 0708350

Portuguese 1

Other Electives (available to 8th graders only)

Project Lead the Way- Introduction to Engineering- 
Agriscience Foundations- 8106810
Digital Information Technology- 8207310
Digital Media/Multimedia Foundations- 8201210
Digital Video Technology- 8201410

Advanced Studies coursework is meant to provide students with academically
rigorous learning opportunities that will prepare them to enter advanced courses in
high school successfully. Some courses are specific to grade-level.

Advanced Studies
Water Spring Middle School offers many opportunities for advanced studies including 
middle school advanced courses and high school level courses. Note that all courses 
are taken that are high school level will contribute to and be counted in the student's 
high school Grade Point Average (GPA). All high school level courses with the 
exception of Spanish 1 and Spanish 2 are honors-level coursework weighted on a 5.0 
point GPA scale.

The following are high school level courses offered to WSMS students:

Math
Algebra 1 Honors
Geometry Honors

Science
Earth/Space Science Honors- 2001320
Physical Science Honors- 2003320

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/graduation-requirements/


Water Spring Middle School offers a variety of electives with various
pathways and subject areas. The following is an inclusive list of courses.
Many of the courses have multiple levels and in such cases, only the general
title is given. (Digital Video Tech is offered at levels 1-3).

Performing and Fine Arts
Band 

Orchestra
Keyboarding

Guitar

Chorus
Theatre
Dance

Art

6th Grade PE & Health
7th Grade PE & Health
8th Grade PE & Health

Dance & Health

Health and Physical
Education

 Other Electives
Journalism

SGA- Leadership (application req)

Career and Technical Educ ation 
Agriscience

Fundamentals of Visual Arts (TV prod)- 6th/7th
Digital Video Tech (TV Prod)- 8th

Project Lead the Way Communications App Creator (6th)
Project Lead the Way Communications 

Comp Sci for Innovators and Makers (7th)
Project Lead the Way Intro to Engineering- STEM (8th)  

Information, Communication, Technology (6th/7th)  
Digital Information Technology (8th)

Digital Media/Multimedia Foundations (8th)

Electives

World Languages
 French

Portuguese
Spanish

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/graduation-requirements/


GRADE FORGIVENESS
Per state policy, students who receive a final grade of a D or F in a class may retake the
class to improve their grade with a C or higher earned subsequently in the same or
comparable course. Students are not permitted to retake courses in which they
earned an A, B, or C. For courses that are retaken, the new, higher grade (C or higher)
will replace the D or F in the GPA. However, the D or F will remain on the student's
transcript. Students have the option to retake such classes through an online credit
recovery program. The only exception to the forgiveness policy applies to grades of a
C, D, or F earned in high school classes taken in middle school.

REMEDIAL COURSEWORK
Students behind in graduation requirements due to failure in one or more classes will
be scheduled into one or more periods of credit recovery, which is a class period
dedicated to retaking or earning credits for previously failed courses required for
graduation. **Note that students pursuing NCAA eligibility should not makeup
coursework through alternative credit recovery programs but through Orange County
Virtual School (OCVS). See the NCAA section below for additional information. 

REMEDIAL COURSEWORK
Students who are not on grade level as determined by their most recent Florida
Standards Assessment English Language Arts (FSA ELA) will be scheduled into a
remedial course aimed at improving the reading and writing skills necessary to pass
this assessment or earn a concordant score on either the SAT or ACT.

Grade Forgiveness and Remedial Coursework

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/graduation-requirements/


Graduate high school with a standard diploma
Qualifying admission test scores
Minimum of 16 credits of college preparatory level academic courses
4 English
4 Math (Algebra 1 and above)
3 Science
3 Social Science
2 World Language (same language)

Admission into Florida's public universities is competitive. Prospective students
should complete a rigorous curriculum in high school and apply to more than
one university to increase their chances for acceptance. To qualify to enter one
of Florida's public universities, a first-time-in-college student must meet the
following minimum requirements:

In addition to the State University System, the Florida College System includes 28
state colleges. These institutions offer career-related certificates and two-year
associate degrees that prepare students to transfer to a bachelor's degree
program or to enter jobs requiring specific skills. Many also offer baccalaureate
degrees in high-demand fields. Florida College System institutions have an open
door policy. This means that students who have earned a high school diploma or
have demonstrated success in postsecondary coursework will be admitted into
an associate degree program. Additional information is available here. 

High school counselors and college and career specialists are prepared to assist
students with the application process for state university admissions. To be
considered for the Florida State Assistance Grant (FSAG) program, students
must file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) in time to meet the
application deadline established by the institution they plan to attend.

Preparation for High School and Beyond

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/graduation-requirements/
https://fldoe.org/fcs


 Application form
 Submission of high school transcript
 Submission of test scores
 Letters of recommendation
 Application Essays
 FAFSA and Scholarship applications
 Submission of final transcripts

THE COLLEGE APPLICATION PROCESS CONSISTS OF THE FOLLOWING PRIMARY STEPS
OR PIECES:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The college application process often involves collecting letters of recommendation from
professionals, teachers, or other adults who are familiar with your scholarly, social,
athletic, or other accomplishments and contributions. When asking an adult for a letter
of recommendation, ask them well in advance of your deadline and ask them if they
would like a list of your achievements.

College admissions processes often require personal essays as part of their application.
In addition to your academic standing, colleges and universities are increasingly
interested in what you have done outside of the classroom. Take advantage of the
opportunity to write an essay to allow the admissions committee to see your strengths
and character.

As part of the admissions process, most institutions require applicants to submit SAT
and/or ACT scores. It is generally our recommendation that students begin taking these
assessments in the winter or spring of their Junior year. Determining which assessment
is right for you is specific to each student. We generally recommend students take each
assessment at least once, in the beginning of their Junior year, and then choose one to
focus on if improved scores are desired.

Students must remember that acceptance into college/university is based on preliminary
acceptance at the time of application. It is important that at the end of their senior year
that all students request their final transcript be sent to the college or university they
have been admitted into. Failure to do this may result in acceptance being rescinded. To
complete a transcript request, complete this form.

Throughout the year, Horizon High School hosts visits from admissions representatives
from various colleges and universities throughout the state and country. Please visit our
College and Career webpage (found through horizonhighschool.ocps.net) for more
information and to sign up. If you have additional questions about the college admission
process, please contact our College and Career Specialist.

College and Career Preparation, con't

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/graduation-requirements/
https://forms.gle/FD3vuEuU5JjG4DrH9
https://forms.gle/FD3vuEuU5JjG4DrH9


Testing Information
ACT- American College Test
The ACT Program measures scholastic aptitude in English, Mathematics, Reading, and 
Natural Sciences. Optimum test takes are in the winter or spring of the junior year and 
again in the fall of the senior year if necessary. Results are provided to the high school 
and colleges and universities designated by the student. Register at ACT.org.

SAT- Scholastic Aptitude Test
The SAT is an objective test designed to measure how well students have developed 
their verbal, writing, and math skills. It is administered on various dates during the year, 
and fees are assessed. Optimum test dates are in the winter or spring of the junior year 
and again in the fall of the senior year if necessary. Results are provided to the student's 
home, high school, and specified colleges and universities. Register at CollegeBoard.org.

PSAT/NMSQT- Preliminary Scholastic Assessment Test / National Merit 
Qualifying Test
The PSAT is a multiple-choice test that measures verbal and mathematical reasoning 
abilities. National Merit Finalists, National Achievement Scholars, and National Hispanic 
Scholars are identified by taking the PSAT in their junior year.

AP- Advanced Placement Exams
This assessment is required at the completion of AP courses. Passing an AP assessment 
may allow college credit to be earned. Issuing of college credit is determined by the 
attending institution and you should research your prospective school for their policy 
and criteria for awarding college credit for AP courses.

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/graduation-requirements/
https://www.act.org/
https://www.collegeboard.org/


THANK YOU FOR REVIEWING OUR
SCHEDULING AND REGISTRATION GUIDE

We are looking forward to meeting and supporting you
through your middle school journey. Please contact your

counselor or administration with any questions.

http://www.fldoe.org/academics/graduation-requirements/



